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AMIS... l'h THIS EVENING.

broaoway t \i..E. Broadway The Emibald
KiMt. Maiiute at

a
W ALLACE'S r I \ nth. Broadway an I 13tU atrnrt..

Captain of run <i Woodcock's Limi Gams.

NIBLO'S GARDEN. Lr a.'way ArrBB Dark; ou, Lox-
DOS UY Nl'illT.

BOWERY THrAV"'., Bowery.THB FEMALK DETSC-
T1VE, Ac. Ma'.tnce at 2

FRENCH THE Vi' V' i.irteaath afreet and Sixth are-

Lue.Ufnevifvr in. wiant. Maliuee at 1.

PIKE'S OPERA irtier nt Eighth avenue and
2Sd street cha - kuunio.Li:s Bavaudb.

OLYMPIC TH Ur i.iHvay..IltJHrir DCMPTY.
WITH Nkiv rtAit It,ee ut ljg.

MP.S. F. B. CON .I t t'ABK THEATRE, Brooklyn..
Aladdin.

RTR1NWAY HALI., toenth atrect.Fifth Qeaxd
SUNDAY CONCERT.

WOOD'S MUSEUM PJEATRE, Thirtieth itroet and
Bioadway.Afleru . ¦¦... i.ij Performance.

KELLY A LEON' <1! 720 Broadway.ETHlO-
PI AN MlNSTKr.Lbt, i> . t .JLF. llAUUBB BLU.

SAN FRANCISCO MIv HKLS, R"5 Broadway.Ethio¬
pian EntiiR! At t: > » <ii, DANCING, Ac.

TONY PASTOR' d <i .A VI SE, 2(11 Bowery.Como
Yocai.ism. Ntiilt > ;¦: ' i t.sr. Ac. Matinee at 'i%.

HIBERNIAN MP' Apollo Hall, corner of Broad-
way and 2»lh at..O'r i's UlittAMl.

NEW YORK CI enlh itroet..Equertbian
And Gymnastic i.n.tFNT. Matinee us 2^.

CENTRAL PAP '' u..Thko. Thomas' Gband
Promenade Ci> t \ it't.-e at A

%

IRVING liAl ic#..grand Sunday Con-
CE3T.

HOOLEY'S o "<¦. tt. I!?, Brooklyn..noot.RY's
Minstrels.'.' Gifts, Ac. Matinee.

HOOLEY'S (K. O.
'

HOUSE. Williamahurc
Hooley's MINI) a v Clato," Gifts, Ac.

BROOKLYN A ipner of Atlantic and Clin:
Ijl ati. -siosi'i .. ..ice at 2.

NEW YORK '1 .
. t ATOMY, 813 Broadway.

Foienor and An

Till PL : SHEET.
New York, So- December '20, 1H6S.

.X TIJW8.

iir« pe.
The cable te' luted December 25.
Tho Crcelt granted the demands of

the government < .. 11 mouoy. Tho Patrie, of
Paris, publish? a U hpatch on Thursday, dated
Athens, Dec? ,.ch says that the Greek
people are in h> toe, and do not desire war
with Turkey, r .> i .vmbassadors have both
been withdraw ions and Constantinople
and others app ir places.
The conference eat Powers on the Pastern

question will m- 4 in January. Kusslahas
asked that hoe suspended until the pro¬
posed confereno e t Its deliberations.
The sublime xtended the time for the

departure of 1 he 1 urlclsh dominions.
'i ho Earl of an on the 24th.

.. ran nay.

By the Atlant, have news from Paraguay
to the 2 1 inst. r?es, under the command
of Marshal Ch r a desperate attack upon
Villeta, Preside ironghold, and were de¬
feated with a lo- i .led and wounded.

I neons.

1 he general a <.. proclamation of President
Johnson excites iment In Washington and
is regarded as .1 >f little moment by demo*
crats and modern cans. Extreme radicals,
however, deetu .motlier Presidential '.out¬

rage." and a ic >
* more violent suggest an¬

other impeach.
It is report d .1 ington that General Grant

will oder Hon. Wilson, of Iowa, the posi¬
tion of Attorney Mr. Wilson has a power¬
ful friend in Bpca ix. and Is also the choice
of the West for e eneral Grant's Cabinet
The Perm ian purchased of ourgovcrn-

tr.on', win 1 t .> * or eoiae weeks lying at the
nouth of the river, have proved to be
nil, for > ¦ a >ku to the Pcnsacola Navy
'1 »rd to i.iaus are reported to
lave b . in the purchase of these
\ *«" s

The f.iwlb of Donald, of Philadelphia,
were s 1r Mtiii 1} night by the gas from
a coal -1 > . burning all night In their
bedroom. One r is dead and another is not
expected to rerov
A large chair > n Philadelphia was burned

ypstcr iay morn ral firemen were badiy
injured by the fui aridMM.
Speaker Colfax .. in Springfield, Mass., yes¬

terday, and 18*11, t of Samuel Bowles, tue edl-
t- r or th" Ret h lis evening he will hold a
reception at the r<> f the Sjiringfleld Club.
Twenty seven th ..-and cigars were seized yester-

dtv in i:j,: nn.re o i ,rd the Bteamcr Cuba, from
Hat ana, for a vioia 1 of the revenue law.
Chrlstrm-was in generally celebrated in this

r mirr yesterdty ilian ever before. In Boston.
Philadelphia, IVu ioq un<l other cities stores
at'd snop- v. cre c or , aud business was almost en¬
tirely susperi l Id.
Th Woman's 1:1 1 convention atConcord, If.If.,

v is cnunnitiy v >-«ful, and showed that the
fr. |t. lot tl.e move., nt bate many sympathizers
among the voters of the 1.1 unite hiate. Among the
ep'-an'Ts was Mrs. nrper, ctl red, who claimed for
the women of heron n race the right of suffrage the
ume 1 for white women.
A -"pi raio ;:»t between negroes nnl Germans

1 t In a ballroom in M Keuzio street, Newark,
on Chin, ius cn. u the commencement of the
1 lights weic put out and tlic greater part
< th , it tool, ji ace iu the dark. Five persons
v re ired am! nine negroes were arrested.
Coi a?o is reported to have been swindled dot of

! j worth of real estate by means of fraudu¬
lent tax titles and lorged deeds.

.- reiary v.'el s h .s officially accepted the transfer
, eague Isloud, made l»r the rity authorities of
1 .iia le.phU to the gjverr.ui lit lor a navy yard.

TfcO City.
About eleven o'clock, on ChristBM evo. a gsng

of burglars forced their way into No. tue Broadway,
broke Open a mc, fro,11 which they abstracted
$10,00® worth of diamonds and Jeweiry aud made
g >od their 1 scone with their booty.
The Im ian line steamship City of London, f'aptatn

]irooks, will leave pier sa, North river, at ono P. M.
pDMJayft r ttuccustowa aul Liverpool. The Euto>
poan 111 uis wul iose at the Post Office at twelve M.
The Gen ral Transo lantlc Ootnpany'S steamship

Ft. Laurent, Captain Bocamle, will leave pier 60,
N orth rive 1, at two p. M. to-day for Brest and Havre.
The ina). for Fiance WiB tttoi at the Post Office at
twelve M.
Tin Merchants' line steamship Sherman, Captain

I'-nry, will lie despatch? I at t ire» p. M. to-day /or
New orl> ins (Uric; irem pier No. i/Nortl river.
The :. eai.siup Fa <i« <, ha, Captain McDi

mid, will P ave pier » 0 h fiver at tliroj p. VJ. t
day for Havana ami oh rioatts.
iho si tois'iip 0 to n Bnikley, w 11

froM pie, it ,.,bt ' l. t<i <bi
i r; in ..

as atwNM « 1' on, c 1? u't si

will lenve pier No. 0 North river at three P. M. to-day
lor New Orleans.
The steamship Alabama, Captain Limeburner, will

sail at three P. M. to-day, from pier 22 North river,
for Mobile, via Fernaudina, Pla-
The steamer San Jacinto, captain Atkins, will

leave pier No. 8 North river at three P. M. to-day for
Savannah.
The steamship Champion, Captain Lockwood, for

fcharieston, 8. C., will leave pier No. 5 North river ut
three P. M. to-day.
The Old Dominion line stenmshlp Isaac Bell, Cap¬

tain Bourne, will leave pier 37 North river at three
P. M. to-day for Norfolk, City Point and Uichmond.
The Express line steamship Valley City will sail

frotn pier 15 East river at four P. M. to-day for Wash¬
ington and Georgetown, 1>. C., and Alexandria, Vu.

. Prominent Arrivals in lite City.
George Francis Tra.n, Colonel Kinney, John J.

Knox and J. M. Davis, of Washington; W. P. Kellogg,
of New <>rleans ; G. II. Rollins, of New Hampshire;
General W. S. ScbafTcr, of the United States Army,
and Major Kendriek, of West Point, are ut the Fifth
Avenue Hotel.
Governor Walker, of Jamaica, W. T., and 0. C.

Stratum, of the Itoyal Arilllery, are at the Clarendon
Hotel.
Samuel J. Carrlngton, of Richmond, Va., is at the

Now York Hotel.
Colonel J. Foster, Jr., of tho United States Army ;

Mr. Morris, of Philadelphia, and M, Porter, of Lan¬
caster. are at the St. Jullen Hotel.
Colonel II. W. Frecdley and Captain R. P. Doherty,

of the United States Army, aro at the Metropolitan
Hotel.
General Clinton B. Flak, of St. Louis, and 8. S.

Marshall, of Illinois, are at tho St. Nicholas Hotel.
General Brewster, of Philadelphia: General A. It.

Pauling, of Mlofciaan, and J. B. Abbott, of Kausas,
are at the Astor House.
Colonel Rood and Major Robert Russell, of the

United states Army, and Professor Robertson, of
Montreal, are at the St. Charles Hotel.

The Issue Between Congress and l.enernl
Grant.

"Coming events cast their shadows before,"
and a great and dark, shadow is being pro¬
jected over every interest in the land by the
loomiDg up in Congress of a determination not
to remove from tho Executive of tho country
the shackles which, in a moment of party
hatred and fear, the radical majority were

enabled to impose upon the President. When
tho Tenure of Office bill was passed the pre¬
text was that it was necessary to control the
occupant of the chair, and no means or argu¬
ments wore used to assist its passage except
such as were exclusively personal to Presi¬
dent Johnson: No man who advocated the
measure, in or out of Congress, dared to
proclaim an intention to disturb the har¬
mony of the powers of government, as ud-
justed in tho constitution, and which, from the
first moment of our national existence, has
contributed so greatly to our national growth
and greatness. Had such an intention been
avowed by the framers of that bill it would
have been received everywhere with a bur3t
of popular indignation and *corn, and Presi¬
dent Johnson would have become a martyr
instead of a reproach in tho public esteem.
To-day tho position is changed. A man

endowed in the highest degree wtyh the confi-
'deuce of his fellow citizens is about to assume

the Executive authority, which they have con¬

ferred upon him in tho hope that his wisdom
will bring back the glad sunlight of peace to
tho land and his integrity restore simplicity
anil honesty to the overgrown and corrupt
branches of government. Across the field of
this fair hope a dark shadow portends, and the
disposition of Congress to bestow distrust
where the people have conferred confidence is
its cause. One-third of the last session of the
present Congress has already expired, and
from what has therein passed we may know
the spirit that animates the body and what
will bo its course in the remaining eight weeks
it has to sit, unless some great power forces it
to depart from its Intended course.

A i at present limited by the legislation of
Congress the Presidential office and power
which General Grant will assume on the 4th
of March next will be utterly useless for good
in tho path where most is expected of him.
Not only can he not control the poMcy of his
govor.iment in affairs of State, but he cannot
appoint his Cabinet council nor remove the
bead of a subordinate bureau, nor even kick
out of office any corrupt inspector who may
be in league with tba whiskey ring. This de¬
gradation of the Presidential office to a mere

nullity is destructive to our form of government
and will be ruinous to national and prirate
interests. It is incumbent on Congress at the
earliest possible moment to restore to the
Presidency the powers which the constitution
conferred upon it. In tho person of General
Grant there is not the slightest shadow of a

reason for continuing the distrust which has
beeu heaped on President Johnson, and a re¬

fusal or neglect to repeal the Tenure of Office
bill will simply amount to a determination on

the part of Congress to deprive him of tho
power to do the good which the people have
appointed him to do.
Should Congresi fail to do this necessary

and just act there will be but one course left
lor General Grant to pursue. On taking the
chair he m ist appoint to positions in bis Cabi¬
net m n whom he knows and whom he can
tmst to agree with him in any great question
that may trine. And should any not agree
with him let biin displace them at once and
trust the people to sustain 1dm. The constitu¬
tion, it ;s true, makes the secretaries of de¬
partments the advisers of the President; but
they are his subordinate Officers, not his mas-

tors, and any other interpretation of our plan
of government is simply to impose confusion,
contention and impotoncy upon the bead of
the State. At a time like this, when every
branch of the administration requires to be
purged of the foulest corruption and Jobbery,
and when we have elected to office the man of
onr cbqice to do this work, it would be folly or

madness, or something worse than either, to tie
his hand! with the present Tenure of Office law.
On Cougress rests the onus of the act. They
are caliod upon to move before General Grant
attunes the office, and if they refuso or fail
k> do so there can be* but one deduction as to
tho r< asm for their course.they either dis¬
trust General Grant, or they are determined
that he shall not have power to purge the gov¬
ernment jf Its manifold corruptions and wick -

ednegs.
( a Lit 11.Kit in Titr N;;w Camstbt..

f " »t l around Washington thntGcner.il
n it will pr.- it as a peace off dag to

G Mi' al lJut'er l'it* position ©f Alt rncv
''.tiers in his (Mil iet. H Is doubtful Whether

i frill ul. The tali is ar< anxi i to

..
t >.r of tin Hon e of P.- pre -matin .

r 11 i i'i (! itt/i>' tf

C'ubii.Is it Anni-xntion or a West India
Confederation i

The report of our special correspondent at

Havana, published in another column, of a

conversation with one of the secret agents of
the revolution In Cuba gives a ch ar aud prac¬
tical idea of the views and wishes of the revo¬

lutionists. Whatever- may be the position of
the gentleman in the present movement it is
evident that he has intellectual grasp aud some
breadth of view; und as wo roud hi.s expres¬
sions wo find much that is in accordance with
the ideas of many of his countrymen with
whom we have conversod. A long repressed
hatred'of the unwise and exclusive rule of Spain
breathes in every expression, and a longing
for some foreign sympathy and aid is upp unit

throughout the conversation. But (hero aio

two points, not so pnngently expressed as

those to which we have referred, latent in the
document., and to which we would moro par¬
ticularly direct attention.
The aim of the present revolutionary leaders

is evidently independence, and not annexation
to the United States. This is apparent in the
conditional form in which the speaker places
this result in his statement of the objects and
interests of the war. These are, he says, "the
independence of tho island, the establishment
of a Cuban republic, the abolition of slavery,
und the ultimate annexation of the coun¬

try to the United States, when its
people are satisfied that it can enter
tho Union as a sovereign State and re¬

main bo." This "when" is a diplomatic sop,
evidently thrown in for the purpose of concili¬
ating popular sympathy in this country for
the revolution. At a later period of the con¬

versation a more frank expression of the ob¬
ject of the revolutionists is given in these
words:."For that reason the annexation
scheme has been postponed, and it is probable
that if the revolution is successful the Cubans
will adopt a new plan.viz., a West India
confederation, uniting Cuba, Hayti, St. Do¬
mingo, Porto Rico and several other islands
under a federal government." This is exactly
the aim and tendency of the revolution, as the
Herald pointed out some time since in review¬
ing the movements now going on in the Amer¬
ican Mediterranean. But it matters little what
the present aims of the leaders are; all of
these islands will be raofe prosperous and
happy under tho protection and control of the
United States, to which they are all tending,
than in any other connection.

There is another idea, not so directly given
expression, in the words of the speaker, but
yet evident in his mind, to those who read this
document understanding^, liia words are

these :."The present condition of the revo¬

lution will not permit tne to Say what will be
the solution of the slavery quoation.'' This
means that the speaker, an emissary from
the Eastern department, is not entirely in ac¬

cord with those of the Western department.
The former want revolution at all hazards; the
latter want revolution, but they wunt also
to retain their slaves. It is this fad whlch has
prevented tho wealthy plan' . the West
from following the lead ol ttw. * a the East,
and thus making the movement general !u the
whole island. By tbia fuvering course the
Havana capitalists have prepared the ground
for the coming of General Dulce, with concili¬
atory offers from Spain, but they have incurred
also a greater danger than what would have
accrued to them had they promptly co-operated
with their Eastern compatriots and driven tho
Spaniards everywhere to the shelter of the
guns of their ships. By their inaction they
are enabling the colonial authorities to throw
all their forces upon the insurgents in tho
Eastern department, and perhaps to drive
them to the fastnesses of the country and an

imitation of the scenes of St. Domingo. Tlio
war in Cuba may thus degenerate into a servile
war, whatever views the Cuban leaders may
now entertain regarding independence or an¬

nexation.

Women'* Right*.
The strong-minded women of St. Louis are

busily exercised at the present moment about
women's rights. It appears that the city
boasts an organization known by the name of
the Woman's Suffrage Association. This asso¬

ciation, which is affiliated with sister associa¬
tions that are scattered everywhere over

the Union, haB forwarded to Congress a peti¬
tion, which is signed by some two thousand
persons and which prays for the privilege of
voting. At the same time wo learn that of
thirteen persons now confined in the Tombs
on the charge of murder four are women,
and that the combined strength of tho associ¬
ated sisterhood is now being exerted to save

one of the murderesses from the gallows.
Women really do not know what they want.
The one sorrow is that they cannot nil get
comfortably married. We can discover no

good reason why they should bo allowed to
vote. If u woman has good looks she runs a

good chance for a husband, nnd, having a

husband, her mouth should bo shut. So far as

we can see nt present, the best thing that
could be done for strong-minded women of the
women's rights order would be to build a few
.additional lunatic asylums. We commend this
idea to Mrs. Cady Stanton, Susan it. Anthony,
Lucy Stone and tho rest of them.

PirngDi)i-A Repulse of the Allies.
The littlo republic of Paraguay is not yet

vanquished. Urazil and her allies have found
another hard nut to crack in tho strong posi¬
tion of Lopez ut Vllleta, for in a desperate at¬
tack upon it on the 15th ultimo they were, ac¬

cording to our despatches on the subject of
last night, repulsed, with tho loss of fifteen
hundred men killed and wounded.probably
more than fifteen per cent of the whole force
pngaged. Villeta is situatod on the lcfl bank
of the Paraguay river, a short distance below
Asuncion, the capital of Lopez, and is a very
strong position naturally; for, as we under¬
stand it, the fortifications (earthworks) are

proof against the enemy's iron-clads, while
against aland attack tho forts arc very difficult
of approach because of the surrounding
swamps. On the opposite side of tho main
river at this point the Pilcomayo, an immense
tributary from the west, nnd draining a vast
rgibn rich in rattle, comes in, no that it will
take some time for tho allies to starve out
Lopez. It will not be surprising, therefore if
1; e'iould yet exhaust the powerful coali¬
tion ug iiu-t him w. h l is heroic re.ui ,t,inec, an i
cu]'. try" ' V ui » d trio' of ihc «l!i-
Ullw . ,» l .li >u.

The Eastern Qaest Ion.The Peace Conference
Definitely Arranged. .

Through tho cable we are enabled to give
csr readers this morning quite a budget of in¬
teresting European despatches, embracing tho
1 itest information afloat yesterday in Berlin,
r.iri3 and London. Tho most important item
is that tho proposed conference of the great
European Powers lias been definitely arranged
and that it will meet in Paris early in January.
Next, it appears that all parties concerned,
great and small, are peaceably inclined and
in favor of the conference, and that of all tho
leading Powers England is tho most indif¬
ferent concerning it. This may bo so, as

England is preoccupied and has her hands
full with her new reform movement, Gladstone
and John Bright.
The conference, however, being resolved

upon, the question recurs what can it do to
secure peace on this Eastern question ? Unless
the Turk and the Greek go into tho convention
they cannot be hound by it, and it is not yet
settled that either of them is ready to surren-

der his prctonaions to this board of arbitrators.
Greece, in fact, is actively arming for war,
relying upon the strong arm of Russia, while
the Sultan doubtless feels assured that, should
the worst come to tho worst, England and
France will be found to help him from sheer
necessity against the Cossack. The only
points perfectly clear at present are that
Prussia has a peace policy in view from
which she expects to complete the unification
of Germany, and that Napoleon is too much
absorbed in Spain and the republican elements
of France to be diverted for the present into
other embarrassments. We know, to be sure,
that every State in Europe with heavy debts
is under bonds to keep the peace; but we

know at the same time what a groat fire a

little spark may kindle, and that the spark as

between Turkey and Greece is not a small
matter to extinguish.
Progress of the Troubles in La Plata

Valley.
Our news from the Plata river and Uio

Janeiro is of great interost. Our fleet has
gone up the Parani to demand an explanation
of Lopez for the imprisonment of Bliss and
Mastertuan; President S&rmiento has released
all the Paraguay prisoners ; General Caxias is,
as usual, trying to flank the Paraguayans, and
the war moves more slowly than over.

At Rio Janeiro there is a storm brewing
around the ears of Doin Pedro II. Tho empire
is tired.disgusted, iu fact.with tho war.
Drained of financial and muscular power, it
cannot longer continue the struggle with any
hope or success. The Cabinet has plainly
told the Emperor this, and he, knowing, as wo

have often said, that "he is fighting for his
crown as much as Lopez is fighting to hold his
own governmental position," threatens "if any
negotiation be entered into with Lopez it must
be carried on by my successor, for I will abdi¬
cate if such procedure be carried out." This
proves that tho war has reached a crisis and
that very soon wo shall hoar of negotiations
being opened between the belligerents con¬

trary to the scandalous and barbaric treaty
through whiob the strife was commenced.
The Plata valley belongs to the people who

inhabit it, and should be governed by them.
It is not for the interests of the civilized world
that Brazil should control the whole of Eastern
South America. In this view wo uphold the
gallant defence which Lopez is making nghinst
the aggressions of Brazil on the one side and
the national suicide which the Argentine Re¬
public Is trying to commit on tho other. We
know President Sarmiento well and misjudge
him if he fails to see that Argentine interests
demand an alliance with Paraguay rather thau
with Brazil, the natural and hereditary enemy
of the Plata valley.

Let us have peace in South America, for R
is the other half of ourselves. It has a

foreign trade of nearly five hundred millions
of dollars annually. It Is an East Indies lying
at our very doors, and its magnificent domain
is as yet untouched by our commerce. We
want Brazil and the Plata valley to turn their
substance into the channels of trade and civili¬
zation and do as tbey are fully ablo to do-
double their products in the next decade. In
war they will simply exhaust themselves, and
at its close they will find that nothing has been
gained except disgust, dishonor and poverty.
Senator Trumbull's Hill on f.yiirh Lnar.
The recent execution by a mob of the two

parties accused of robbing an express car in
Indiana, who were delivered up by the Cana¬
dian anthorities under provisions of tho extra¬
dition treaty, has called from Senator Trum¬
bull a new bill to preserve the persons of pri¬
soners so delivered from the violence of self-
constituted vigilance committees. Of course
the law already denounces such acts and pro¬
vides for the punishment of those who commit
them; but then, unfortunately, the law does not

always reach the criminals who deserve to be
hanged from a tree, nor the violators of the law,
who give them a long rope and Bhort shrift.
There are localities in which the slow and
dubious process of the courts does not meet the
exigency, and hence tho fulness ofjustice often
lapses to the people. This may be true in
Indiana. It is certainly true in Texas and
Arkausns and other Southern States, and we

cannot claim that even in our own city, the
centre of civilisation, our skirts aro entirely
clear of the same iniquity.
We notice that the vigilance committee at

New Albany, Ind., who hanged the expross
robbers have Issued a circular warning all those
who oppose their measures that if tbey persist
in their opposition thoy will be summarily
dealt with. This is an unpleasant state of
affairs for the people of that locality. But we

do not see how Senator Trumbull's bill is going
to mend the matter. What we want is firm
and honest judges to enforce the law, and not

any additional legislation.

T:rs President and GrnBBAL Grant..
There la now no doubt that amicable rela¬
tions between tho Prcsidont and General
Grant will soon be re-establish *1. Tho
Christmas amnesty proclamation received the
entire approbation of the President elect be¬
fore Mr. Johnson's signature was put to it,
and as It is well known that tho General has
l»eon consulted on various other Important
State matters it is fair to presume that no¬

thing r-mains to confirm the entente cofdiule
between the on' ; >itig an 1 the Incoming Bxecu-
v i but th formal shaking of hands,

.i rai Giii.it Is determine 1 havo peate.

Grant* PoHrv*

Apparently a man cat? have ft policy an^
not know it. The idea U'lt the President
elect iti a person without a polic*seems merely
to have flowed from a inisunderstat. '^aS ',l ro~

gard to the uso of words, and is par*
ditference that arises between the commu^'y
and a man who never heard a thing "calleu
by that name befbre." Grant has, in fact,
very positive ideas oh a great many subject.:,
and as the world pretty well knows that he is
a man who sticks to his ideas we shall be ns-
t onisbed if theso firmly held views do not in
time make u very substantial fabric of policy
more puzzling than pleasing to Congress. He
has, for instance, rather close notions on na¬

tional expenditure and simple thoughts in
regard to economy. He believes that a nation
in debt, as this nation is, and actually not
meeting its obligations already incurred, has
no right to go ou incurring new obligations,
and we fancy that the plaiu people will concur

with him in thi.s. Here, then, is a point of
policy of the most extensive import. It is
sound in morality and in finance, but wo cannot

hope that the Congressional jobbers will ac¬

cept it.
Tiie Press and tiie Amnesty Proclama¬

tion..We give some comments of the press
this morning on the President's amnesty pro¬
clamation, clearing off the last instalment ol
tho rebel leaders of the South, including Jeff
Davis and his farce of a trial, for treason and
rebellion. From these comments it would
seem that the proclamation does not ampunt
to much, although one radical organ suspects
that its design on the part of tho bellicose
Johnson is to raise a constitutional rumpus
with Congress on tho fourteenth amendment.
We have a hint from Washington that some of
tho ultras there of the anti-Johnson school
think that Andy Johnson, in this last bit
of impertinence, has been treading very close
to tho impeachment trap. But surely when
tho outgoing President has been rendered
powerless to do anything else he may be
excused and even approved for exercising his
still reserved prerogative of pardoning sinners
against the constitution.the blessed consti¬
tution.which he cherishes as the apple of tiis
eye. For our part wo rejoice that he has put
an end to the tiresome and useless mockery ol
the trial of Jeff Davis and the bail bond of
Greeley, whether law bail or straw bail.

News from Mexico..The interesting let¬
ters from the west coast of Mexico, which we

publish to-day in another column, give a faith¬
ful picture of the process of disintegration and
decay through which that country is passing.
Poverty and dilapidation is tho rule, not the
exception; and the only remedy which the
hungry office-seekers find for existing evils is
the creation of several new State governments,
which shall make more offices and more chances
for plundering the public. Events on the
Pacific coast arc pointing with unwavering
fidelity to the coming solution. While the in¬
heritors of a rich soil, abundant mineral
resources and a fine climate can make nothing
but poverty and decay of their inheritance, a

powerful community is rapidly growing up ou

their border.enterprising, active and restless
in aspiration. Whatever Western Mexico
holds of good in its population is contracting
new ties with their prosperous neighbors on

the Pacific; and some bright day the sleepy
powers in Vera Cruz and the capital will wake
to find a new stato of things, in which they
will have little or no part.

Christmas and its Ouskutanck..The
oldest inhabitant does not remember many
Christmas days colder than yesterday, and
the cold extended over an immenso section of
the Union. Nevertheless, the day was gen¬
erally observed throughout the country with a

marked devotion to the usual religious solem¬
nities and social festivities and amusements.
The churches, the Park and the skat¬
ing rinks were well patronized during the
day and the theatres and negro minstrels in
the evening; but still the intense cold was a

serious drawback to thousands short of coal,
roast turkeys and comfortable clothing. We
look lor a change in the weather to something
better by New Year's day; for after one of
these freezing touches of Alaska we are apt
to have a relieving south wind from Cuba.

LOCAL INTELLIGENCE.
simnsN Death ov a Traveller..Yesterday

afternoon Mr. l.lnneus Yale, Jr., of Sheldon Falls,
Mass., was found dead in his room at' French's
Hotel, of which house he had heen a guest. There
were no marks of violence upon the body nor any
evldcnco of poison apparent, and it was therefore
presumed that death had resulted from heart disease
or other natural cause. The coroners' otllec was.
however, notiflcd, and an Inquest will be held this
morning.
Walker OYiwnoAno..At flvo o'clock yesterday

afternoon ^ichacl lturkc had succeeded go well In
Imbibing the necessary amoont of liquor for the
proper celebration of the day that he walked oiT
the pier at the foot of Fourth street, Mast river,
lie was Ashed out by otlleer Nugent, of the elev¬
enth precinct, and having been wrung out nud dried
was sent to his home sobered and thankful.
htabiunu Armat..Last night, at»out eleven

o'clock, Patrick Callahan, of No. 87 Mulberry street,
made his appearance In the Fourteenth precinct
station house, dabbled with ttie blood which had
come from a severe gash In his neck, ami reported
that a few minutes before he had be n assaulted at
the corner of F.lm and Howard stree's by a party of
roughs, one of whom hud indicted the slab. He was
unable to give any description of the persons, all of
whom were unknown to htm. an I lieuce no arrests
were made. As Callahan's wound appeared to be of
a serious nature he was scut to Ifollevuc Hospital by
the police.
A Mtstxrt is Ann Strtbt. .For some time past

Andrew Htabbln, a tailor, fifty years of age, has been
employed at 19 Ann street, and latterly was accus¬
tomed to aleep In tho building. It w as bis habit to

retire at an early hour and ho was generally abste¬
mious. Last evening at half-past ten o'clock Edward
Parry and Patrick Powers, who do business in the
building, happening to go to the house, found the
body of Ntabbln lying at the foot of the
stairway. It was already rigid, and life had appa¬
rently been extinct for sometime. There were no
marks of violence upon It. and the case was pro¬
nounced to be another Instance of sudden death
from natural causes, twicers Wllliard and 8otmol-
der, of the Second precinct, were ca led, and taking
charge of the body they rentovrd tt to the Hcckina i
street station house, where an Inquest will be held
this morning by one of the coroners.
Shot iiy acciprnt..At half-past eleven o'clock

last night Loula lirown and Christian Hnphior were
in the saloon No. Lit) Greenwich street, ltrown hand¬
ling » loaded revolver, while Hughlcr stood by
listening Intently to his explanations of the
mysteries of tho toy. Suddenly a barrel of
the weapou wns discharged by Ilrown's
carelessness and the ball struck Hughlcr In
the breast, lirown, affrighted nt this untoward
event, tied at the moment he saw his friend mil and
was not found up to a lata hour last night. Too
wound of Hughlcr being examined It. was found
that It hud gianeod downward, but the surgeons
were unable to 'in 1 It. They were, however, of the
opinion !bat the h Jury would no', be attended with
serious i onseqii iit u,

LARGE SEIZURE Of CIC-."" AT BAlTiRURE.
11, n .Tii'iE. Pee. j."

1 went ¦-- :v n thoc nm*.
lea ner .'lib*, from linv*'

hi !l.o r Veuu . la.- a.

113TSEHEJTS LIST JISCT.

A roaring lire, a soft carpet, a lonnge. aye, a poo 1
old armchair, with the anticipation of u smoking
turkey and a pudding piping hot, would have been
far more preferable than the Inducements of all the
theatres yesterday, notwithstanding which, how- .

ever, they were all well attended, for tho attractions
were great an l the people anxious to spend money.

Pike's O. in U use.
'rho display last evening at tills palace of op ra

**> 'Mr Mus fining. «;uo!i u.-, may have been the
regret at VBo, Tost 'o's unfortunate n ishap, tlio au¬
dience evidently1 enjoyed tho excellent Interpreta¬
tion or Mile, irraa 111 "Lea Bayards," while her im-
personation of the principal rJle in '-La Cnausun de
Portunio" was greeted with loud tokeus or approval.The matinde to-day will consist of the bea it.iu'. pro¬ductions mention#!, while bile. Buclos will appearas La Brands Uuchesse this evening. The operahouse last umlit was wei i, no 1 a is needless io
say that tlie charming it nbs.hiau airs and therecollection o; t.enurs admirabl 'Impersonationssud linger in the nu.iiis of the many Christmas vls.-tors who went to . me s last nig.it.

Theatre Eram-ais.
'fleuevi've dc ra ant" is nearing Its dual nights,and its aot lifatluce will be given to-day. It would

seem as if otrouhaoh intended tats bouquet of
charming nonsense lor Lie holidays spec ally. In
this opera lie alio is of delicious melodiesamong the uudieme, de'i.-, its their eyes with be¬wildering tableaux and prruoitss good humor byhis irre. istubly comic gendarmes. As a mutter of
coosequ jico eve y one >cks to o Franc nis.some,by tt:.' wii.v, under tae impression that Babel isHaata clans.

Nlblo's fJari'.eii.
Not satisfied w::n all the i I;.i tmai ntorles.about

l-o#don. It n hah d eccentricities, a numerous
asflem /I ';-e of ) i tip In e and gciitlenicn and a
considerable nmui >.. flfiv wended their way to¬
wards Mbiusa' in ... e. The aftcrnnon perform¬
ance, however w\ more largely attended,'i he scene-. ,i,r >ne w- suggestive of romanc .,though man.? ..i i.. .>¦ s weie not euiaiinnar.Tho maune: ... .1 r a. a" was placed upontti" stage ('00.too cnniiil {miration, though the
-I-riiveinc". vou'd io will 111 dispensing with a

obuoxiou» chwac
(iivuiiitc Th-nire.

'.uumntv Ouii-ci ¦e ns a big feature with 'he
bovs ye-sici iav. Bar.-' t >>f ad shades and descrip¬
tions were iiudoub ;,iiy u: i to deatu b,v their pre¬
cocious oifsprtug* to i.rn toem to see Pox pelted
with brickbats and "J"'' the p Uoeiuan. ia ,e
number ol.u'.d iajes aud gentlemen was present,
but tne ina-.ri. i of ihc umliouce was compos oof
plump little sell Ki.bovs, w n must hav e uudo ioi <b v
obtained good cou-iu t modan at their Cliri ihia
examiuaHon. in a word, they were in eostwci a
wil l everything they suv, aim heard, and left with
sui. ytent subjects lor n month'-> ...cum.

Ilro.idwsi y Theatre.
Poth at tlii iii'.iliu o! 'itosu.a M.-adows" uu 1

ivcum. perlorn.'inve of the "bmoraid lum,.'' me
lit. adway theatre was well tilled by a decidedly en¬
thusiastic audlemo. No donbt the cold weather,
uud it was bluer cold at .11. ti- uitl.iii en, stmiuiated
t ie audience to exertion for certamiy the "Line-
ra d King" lie." r. ,.o. more demonstrative
tosr ua of appro'.<u n. itliout making uuy cla ..-a-
i,cat.on .11 the nati,n i'.ity of tlie crowded audience,
it was evident that everything Barney did wu ^ustl-
I'.able iio, he alWuj U.tueu up mgnne to do a uood
turn) and I.e. it lu bouncing better ha 1, were re¬
ceived w .la sincere rip io. at.

\r soil's Aft;soinn.
Three pert irnian '* worn given yesterday. The

attracll 111.. were excoe diig'.v varied, nud not a few
braved the piercing wind 10 behold the mysteries of
the*Munedtii, as well as the excell ' i interpretation
w inch 11. cie.'-c! ".I hui iesipc of "ixion'' reed v. s at
tue hands of t o Lydla Thompson roups.

I New Void, Theatre,
The Worrell Sisters mado thmr best lilt at the

malinee yesterday sitemoon, when they produced
"IJarue Llouo" d'urr best siy.e. fhe Hi oe nymphs
lmpcrsouai. lunr»¦ in a manner w aicli 01 uleut.y
sai siled ihcir .> vi tors. A change oi pro-
gramme, Uuwovcr, will s.iortiv bo doe.no.. requisite,

f'-nwi ry Theatre.
The w ut no .,!.-..,'im /. the rush yesterday, 'llic

placaid' ontsi.lo tic oniidina explain^ all No leis
thaii six new plec.-s were unoouueed.six that
wou.d have taken any other company a mouth to
to have even sluuiad. i ne result was tremendous,
for an ciitia .c- into tie e- aud-iimtfntlntliecv.11-
mg particularly v. a matter tn.it ivouid require
p ,,sica stu ugtli to ei"-;t. 1 Inak of it, "'I lie
Avenger," "Irie ^n«v Sici.y," "..usliy Bob '

"Wi/.ard SkiflV "i ilen'hie and Orson," and 'her
novelties, due BowerynuVgo*, more,the... ri d < las;
even -ig than t ie inhabiiauts of more db-'nui paits
could have witiier.-ed rea-onae y in u menth.

i wth bcuire, DrooUIyu,
The oriental di.imu "Uaddin.'' about which >o

many young geatiei: tu have read id the "Aratdau
Nights without tin knowledge ol watchful parents,
was produced yesterday at Dark theatre, w it
additional Inipr vvei; ms. tuv» theatre was -eli
luted, aud the !» in wlucl: in ptove was presented
elicited very favotubie comm.'

Itrooltlyr Acuilemj of .11a«ic.
Wallace's corn, .ny and the "Honeymoon" were

the inducement he. 1 out t,< tho tooa people of
Brooklyn last n ght to e:ijojr u theatrical dessert
after their pu id... nU turkey, .stroug inducements
too.a charming c meJyuuIn standard coutpa.iv.
How Is it ilia: Mis, Anuld Ward Wan advertise l tj
appea: to Hr on .. rfud at W alloc*'a .Ik.tire a' vuc
same uoar ia.->. unlit*

Central Pnrk <Jnr ten.
The grand Cnrisf.ei fcstiva so happily begun at

thu wime. paia e on Mo.iduy iau culunn .ie yes-
terday in a ino r.i urn o: et ei.iilumcn .u 11.. as
that ol u DOndo.. can .* cr a .t bid re.
ScJtoepter'a ifi eau su, o, to* .. ,.c. m
Tliomaa'srj&SaHl^u Utv'£r»h'i a a . '».a.rc
weieafew ol the at an >n.T

Niesr York Huius ill" S«< iety.
Last evening the sit unlet nth annu tl perfofmarico

of the "Messiah" was given by the New Yur.. Har¬
monic Society at atomway Had. P. i.iaps of all the
atti actions In the way of puolic eutertuiunieuts ,ne

was more appropriate to the occasion. Not.......
atandinathebitiiTcoidiii.ua ut tne night :u

cious hall was crowd ) to the douio, provm. un

mlstakably that a love of music In Its suoiuue a.

liar intlueuce* pdiuuiooiit siucore and dl.siut'.;. ¦.

True the "Messiah" is not tie w, but t;.e gram
position la nevertheless fr ;dt and gtteii ui the r is

of those who evi r chuns.i the distlic re. o.i

of probably the grandes' work extant. T-m per-
forinauee was rendered somewhat luictcMtnig i .st

evening by the lit at appearance m litis my f . a.

Juila K. Houston, ol boson, u iady w ho iiunigho .t
the entire even, tig create t a m cidedly fsvomi,;. nu-

pressiou. Miss It u "hi w end jr t>.itillis. »!;. ,c
10 ruuoh greater ndvauta.'i'at an ordtuary coneer!.
but as It w.i she Ofout to .1 ner n
a manner that Uierlls 11 e .n/iie.-i co:nme:i pp
Miss Aduanle I hlillps, r>u ol I fuvorl o .as
tainly uover In txdier voice. Tnih r.d p. lion
which led to her share sis did unipu* jc.
the eruorr which ab J l»-r run hit a .1 ..

Miall lewd ills 1 lock ' wus to s:w the |. |.

Juctly demanded. "tie- ol Mr. Mm s n s l*
efforts iv»i Ms oeauUiu m rprctatiou of "i
hold and .sec." .Mr. Simpson was de-> rve.i >

applauded, Ins c«B uiplion of orator.o "h.hi, ....

rally licinn worthy if prai r. Mr. W. 11. .- keli w;t<
particularly effect, vo in 'I'he People hat .»a I
In Darkness,'' end even more .so n at "tVi.y do
tne Nations.'" Tito < horns of the Hiv uonm -oc ;y
was in full force, aid li is nlmost needless to sajr it it,
with perhaps oun or two of the very slightest exer,»-
tions, everything went oil ftdiu.ranly. ,\u ,e

energies of the great eomi fi ito t ncitn I to l.e e i-
trcd In the gran I Mlallel tiah," writ h wss m<iu j

tlonably given with powerful cirect. in i.ne si

"Messiah," under the din etlon of Mr. f. I. Ktrit.
Wiis produced to a ere 1: a luatanT, pre-ew >rl«
to the artists and certainly saUsiacu ip 'o at l

Ulcnce.
Hull of the Pfntnnl flru.o fl.ill ib

Tlic annual bail of tho M ititat Bive ii.ii ....

given at Irving Hall last eve y, and vva- ,n .

way a decided stircess. Tic halt w is o,i itl u

decorated with evergrens. and from tno cen ..

hung a large nag with "Mutual M. li. Club" and t »o

clasped hands Inscribed thete n. A Is nnuu

of canary birds weiesnspe i a and !b on mo
warbled sweetly whencv. r the i.. i.i n.r no i <.

ceased, lite decorations were under thetha
Mi. John WilJey.
The festivals of this club R'c always looked fo

ward to as a uoug the ovents oi H u, and
recurrence of the affair is ha lo<! wi:l gin
luerry and aoclal |».<riy. Hie eo, ipauy."
and select and the oc usloa ciyoynbie. it
a difficult matter to describe tne cieitance ano >

Itancy of the toboLs of tne ladies who grace'1
fusion wiiii their pr.>eu< e. v\ niiuc i''" ''

inuslc. Tne lade" »ie J to know no - c A

fatigue, and tbe:r fortunate partnc « .

unrest. I'ne Mntuais dlsnlayed t>s i""1 '¦

last evening In dancing an Uie> no .» .

showt ,g lhe")H lv \s re e'y lor cl'rj | t.os

atralr cannot be cohsidoreilw "loui

rangemciits were made '

,

catches' Irom hriolu ....'
made, as were uls "home ru " ''

a s«. nf the many r"' 'V " ",
e o one w lis "| I i "


